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ALIFE Conference Background

Since the first workshop on artificial life organized in 1987, the Artificial Life (ALIFE)
Conference has served as a pioneering interdisciplinary platform, bringing together
researchers and practitioners from science, technology, and the arts.

The 2026 ALIFE conference will be held in Waterloo, Canada from 17-21 August. The
event will focus on “Living and Lifelike Complex Adaptive Systems”, providing an ideal
opportunity to explore fundamental questions about life and consciousness, and to consider
their future developments.

Berggruen Panel Overview

At the 2026 ALIFE theme, the Berggruen Institute has been approved a panel titled “From
Artificial Life to Consciousness Uploading: Scientific and Philosophical Perspectives on Life,
Consciousness, and Co-evolution”.

This panel seeks to explore the evolution of artificial life research through the lens of
philosophical traditions and emerging technological paradigms. We aim to move beyond
purely technical considerations to examine how concepts of life and consciousness may
evolve alongside advances in artificial life systems.

Key Questions
1. What is life, and what might life become?
2. What is the relationship between consciousness and life?
3. How should human beings co-evolve with artificial life?
Date and Duration

17 August, 2026
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Panelists:

1. Adam Frank: Astrophysicist, Astrobiologist, and Professor in the Department of
Physics and Astronomy at the University of Rochester; 2024 Berggruen Essay Prize
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Competition winner (Winning Essay: “The Coming Second Copernican Revolution”).
His research focuses on the co-evolution of life and planets. He is the Principal
Investigator in NASA’s first program to study the planetary-scale “technosignatures”
that exo-civilizations may produce and work in “Physics of Life” research, exploring
the role of semantic information in the evolution of agency and autonomy. He is also
the co-author of the book: The Blind Spot.

2. Rencheng Gao: Co-founder and CEO of GenesiaBio. He graduated from the School
of Life Sciences at Peking University and the Keck School of Medicine of the
University of Southern California. He has been involved in the founding of multiple
tech unicorns including Bluepha. GenesiaBio is dedicated to its mission of
“Technology Driving the Bio-Economy”, advancing artificial intelligence and
synthetic biology to empower industries across all sectors.

3. Lei Ma: Assistant Professor and Principal Investigator in the National Biomedical
Imaging Center (NBIC) at Peking University; 2025-2026 Berggruen Institute China
Fellow. He works at the intersection of artificial intelligence, computational
neuroscience, and digital life systems. His research shifts the focus of Al from
prediction to reconstruction, aiming to build runnable, mechanistically grounded
systems in which behavior emerges from the interaction of structure, dynamics, and
environment. He is known for developing closed-loop brain—body—environment
simulations, establishing a new approach to studying biological intelligence and
advancing a system-level foundation for next-generation Al.

4. Robin Wang: Professor of Philosophy at Loyola Marymount University, Los
Angeles, USA; 2016-17 Berggruen Institute Fellow. She is a leading expert on
Chinese and comparative philosophy, and her recent research focuses on bringing
Eastern philosophical perspectives to modern technology and scientific inquiry. And
she is the author of Yinvang: The Way of Heaven and Earth in Chinese Thought and
Culture.

5. Jennifer Bourne (moderator): Executive Director of Berggruen Institute China,
where she oversees the Center's strategy, programs, and operations. Prior to her
current role, she launched and managed several major initiatives at the Berggruen
Institute, including the Global Fellowship Program, the Berggruen Prize for
Philosophy and Culture, and the Berggruen Prize Essay Competition. Jennifer holds a
PhD in Intercultural Communication from the University of Maryland.

Organizer

The Berggruen Institute was established in 2010 to develop foundational ideas on how to
reshape political and social institutions in the face of these great transformations. We work
across cultures, disciplines, and political boundaries, engaging leading thinkers to develop and
promote long-term answers to the biggest challenges of the 21st Century. From its office in
downtown Los Angeles, BI went on to open a China Center at Peking University and a
European center at the Casa dei Tre Oci in Venice, Italy.
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The Berggruen Research Center at Peking University was established in December 2018.
Located at the heart of Peking University, the Center engages with outstanding thinkers on a
global platform to examine, share, and develop ideas that address planetary challenges in
times of profound transformation. Intellectual themes for research programs are focused on
Frontier Science, Technology, and Philosophy; Creative Futures; and Ancient Wisdom and
Planetary Governance. The Center funds a fellowship program, supports publications that
feature its major research focuses, hosts activities such as lectures, workshops, and symposia,
and produces multimedia outreach programs.
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